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I will never forget her face. It sudden 1-* appeared to me 
during the Avion Mal'celnu, blocking out the three Torahs in the ark. and I 
hurst into tears. And I prayed for Her.... 

Ue had net onlv three weeks before, to the day. In the lohb- 
of the DA I A in Buenos Aires. The DAIA is the umbrella organization of Jewish 
life In Argentina. Our rabbi in Argentina. Roberto Craetz. had taken «re there 
to meet with the Board of the DAIA, to exchange views on the well-being of 
Argentine Jewry and on American Jewish involvement In the situation. As we 
walked Into the lobbv of the building and headed toward the elevator, a 
man and a woman leaped up fro > a bench and hurrlad over to Intercept Rabbi 
Graetz. We had been delayed in traffic and were late, and although Roberto 
was anxious about It. he stopped and pattantly listened, and responded. The 
wo nan did the talking. and although it was In rapid Spanish. I knew Instantly 
what It was about. 

She may have been about fiftv. Her hair was graying, she 
was a hit heaw set. her features were pleasant and her eves never left Roberto’s 
nor did her pleading stile ever leave her face. Urgant as was bar business, and 
cutting her heartache, she dared not risk offending the Rablno, or losing hia 
attention. It was the persistent, supplicating smile that got to me. Her 
husband didn’t say anything - he iuat stood there, atone- like, agony written 
all over his face and body. At one point, he looted at me. standing to the 
aide, out of hia left. blue, blood-shot eve. That eve is sttll staring at at. 

Their twenty veer old deughter had "disappeared." Along with 
alx thousand, or more, other voting people, over one thousand of than Jewish, she 
had been abducted by one branch or another of the Argentina Government on auS- 
ptcion of left-wing, subversive activities. The Argentina Government will tell 
you th at these young people are being ta»en by unofficial, right-wing groups* 
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over which they Ivave virtuainr no control, and that they do not now what happens 
to then. They admit that a lot of the kidnappers are asaociated with the Gov- 
ernment. but they fear that a crackdown will produce such a right-wing backlash 
that the moderate Government will fall or, at least, be forced Into a more 
repressive posture. Since breaking the back of the Communlat and fellow- 

traveling terrorist groups who held Argentina In their grip only a feu years 

Clsta i itlit 

ago. the^have been steering Argentina gradually back to a reasonably liberal 
state, with an increasing restoration of human rights, and they don't want to 


rock the boat. Much of this Is revenge for the outrages of the previous period. 

^ T ^ 

they say j and anvway . most of the people disappearing have either skipped the 
country or are in hiding In the Interior. 


ro 


Whatever the truth of the Government's disavowal of Its own 


complicity, reports from within and without Argentina persistently claim that 
most of those who have disappeared have been taken to hiding places in Arg- 
^ entina, systematically tortured, presumably to elicit "confessions" and the 
> Implication of others and according to a growing number of sources, killed. 

M In Brazil, I received a chilling report that the bodies were being disposed of 

b v incineration, raising the additional spectre of the nazi Holocaust to that of 
the Spanish Inquisition. Rabbi Graetz. who Is both the bravest and the most 
compassionate man I know, is beginning to doubt whether he can continue to 
apeak words of comfort and encouragement to the hundreds of families who come 
to him In their panic, asking If they should sav (caddish for their children. 

While I was there, the Organization of American States was 
conducting Its investigation into these charges of human rights violations, 
ao it was deemed best that 1 not sea Jacobo Timerman. the celebrated publisher 
who was under house arreat and haa since been freed and "deported** to Israel. 
The American press typically had made a great deal of the Timerman ease, as 
thev always do when It la one of their own profession suffering some in jury. 

(I daresay that more type haa been aet on the Timerman caae than on the 
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plight of the six thou sand_ young people, or on the holocaisr in Ca-ibodta or 
the butcherv in Uganda.) I a t delighted that Ti ierman was released, albeit In 
the crude and graceless manner in which he was freed and an aware of the fact 
that it is symbolic of so»e sort of dubious victory for freedom of the press* 

But in the joy of celebrating that release, the six thousand or more who have 
disappeared tend to be forgotten and the pressure tends to be off, undoubted lv 
s calculated result. The mixed good-news -bad news preliminary report of the 
invest igat ion bv the OAS is also a possible i »pedl »ent to rescuing those 
captives still alive. Saving that the situation is improving, which is the 
gist of the report brings on a sense of relief In most quarters. People do 
not li'*e to agonize about these dreadful things, and are aLways glad to get 
an encouraging report so that the tension can be released.* As a consequence, 
the victims are llkelv to be forgotten and, with the spotlight off Argentina, 
the situation could take a turn for the worse. We have seen this aoclo-psych- 
o logical factor at wor’ a great deal lately: The Kremlin eases up on emigration 

and toughens up on treatment of dissidents: the Saudis do us the "favor" of 

holding back on a few percentage points on a still outrageous oil price Increase 
and then cut back on production, or threaten to; and so forth. A little 
progress, a >'lnd word and an utter villain becomes a hero at whose feet we 
fall in abject gratitude. It Is the nice cop- mean cop svndrome and the fear is 
that this is what might be at plav in Argentina. Fewer people are disappear^ 

Ing, according to the OAS as well as to reports I received there 0 but people 
are still disappearing, and there Is a growing awareness that most of the victims 


are indeed , dead.. 


WhiHe the Headers -s>f the DAXA with whom S wet assured m 
vec ft layout Hy that. although there had been, anti -strait is® r m the baginnln$ &f 
the current reign of terror, it had bee® ’'’‘handled 05 and was no longer a factor- 
8 a response t@ reports that. .Jews come in for part icy Ear iv brutal treatment at 
■fthe hand* of the tort ««■•*•-, which m on* anywhere seemed ft® deny, it was 
explained that the Hnd of ptople who are aaalgned to torture other people 
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this widespread practice con Ld have been stopped bv the not altogether innocent 
Govern<nent. had it made such an effort. Still, the DA I A leadership requested 
that I pass on to American Jewrv the message that wholesale accusations of 
antisemitism in Argentina are counterproductive In that we vlll lose our 
credibility against the time when "we may need vou." as It uas put. How 
often we American Jews are in this agonizing position of having to evaluate 
the veracity of an imperiled Jewish community. 

And what of the disproportionate number of Jews who have been 
abducted - one out of five or six? Of this we did not speak at the DA IA but I 
talked with others. Sone Jews said that moat of then were involved in some 
kind of activity that would make them suspect. I asked the mother of a 20 
^ year old girl if she ever feared for her daughter's safetv and she resiled. 

No, her daughter was totally apolitical. That gave me a clue aa to where the 
line van drawn .a:.! led ne to the suspicion, fortified by subsequent reports and 
^ conversations, that there was an all-out attempt to snuff out wholesale almost 
all left-wing activity, i.e.. all political activity not In concert with the 
^ right wing policies of the Government and the forces which hold It hostage. 

The-' are not very discriminating about their targets. A whole Hashomer 
Hatsalr youth group In Cordoba disappeared. Hashomer Hatsair la a left-wing 
socialist alonlst movement believing that that is the wav Israel should be run, 
but not being that Involved in the host country's politics. But the word was 
out that thev were left-wing radicals, and off thev went. The Israeli 
ambassador sent two Israeli shllchlm to Cordoba to arrange for their release - 
and the shllchlm were ‘ idnappedl The ambassador himself had to go to Cordoba, 
but he was only able to aecure the release of the shllchlm. The children of 
the youth group have not been heard of since. 

Argentina will pay dearly for Its war on children. In a 
generation, there will be little quality In public life, In the professions, 
in academe, or In the electorete (If such will aver exist) for that matter. 

Bv killing or driving off Us Idealistic youth it is dooming itself to a 


statu* of Inferiority. Ue alt know what happens eventually to the wild-eyed, 

altruistic radicals in their teena and twenties, but the Argentine power- 

structure is ignoring this self-evident lesson of hlstorv. It Is too bad; 

Argentina is a beautiful country, uniquely blessed with almost complete 

self-sufficiency, including petroleum, and could have become a world leader. 

Those youths would have been the Intellectual, artistic and enlightened 

political leadership and backbone of the nation. 

Just aa important, if not more so. is the issue raised by 

the tendency to evaluate the disappearances and proa /persecutions in the 

assumption thst the so-cslled emergency laws dictated by the Military Junta 

are legal. Remember the Jews in Buenos Aires who told me that many of the 
O 

Jewish youth who had disappeared were Involved in some kind of activity that 
would make them suspect? They had fallen into the trap of condoning the 

system, as had an official of the World Jewish Congress who. earlier this 

year, analyzed the Timer man case on the basis of |ust such an assumption, 
to the detriment of Tiaeman and others, without considering whether this 
"legalltv" is compatible with justice. If we were to accept "legality" par 
se . we would be unable to protest the fate of Anatol Scharanskv, or the 
decision of the United Nations to seat the Pol Pot regime. Thus the dilemma 
of the Twentieth Century is acted out in yet another place on the Earth, 
challenging us to the ultzvot of redeeming prisoners and moral protest. 



